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Celebrating the Legacy

Benjamin Oliver Davis Jr. (1912-2002)

was among the first five African-American
officers to carn their wings from the Tuskegee
Army Airfield in 1942. He was the first
black officer to solo an Army Air Corps
arrcraft, and he went on to command the
332" Fighter Group of the Tuskegee Airmen.
Davis became the first African-American
general in . Air Force in 1954

The Tuskegee Airmen were part of a U.S.
Army Air Corps program begun in 1941 to
rain African Americans to fly combat air-

craft. The Airmen flew bomber escorts as
the 332 Fighter Group and became one of
the most highly respected fighter groups of
World War TI. Their efforts paved the way
towards the tegration of all U.S. military
forces in 1948.

o)

Postcards and signed and numbered prints of
Generval Davis and His Redtails
are available 1n the Statehouse Museum Shop
on the ground tloor.

Rededication and veinstallation of the
General Benjamin Oliver Davis Jv. portrait and
Celebration Honoving the Tuskegee Aivmen

Tuesday, February 9. 2010
Hotunda. Ohio Statehouse

Prelude
Metropolitan Singers under the direction of Dameon Jones
Ft. Hayes Metropolitan Education Center, Columbus

Welcome
Senator Richard Finan
Chairman. Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board

Invocation
Chaplain Andrew Aquino
Chio National Guard

Singing of the National Anthem
Wilberforce University Chorus under the
direction of Dr, Jeremy Winston

Remarks
P Tepper
Artist

Remarks
Edward Morast
President, Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
Ohio Memorial Chapter

Remarks
Kepresentative Barbara Boyed
Ohio Legislative Black Caucus

Rededication
Crovernor Ted Strickland

Celebration Reception
- Ohio Statehouse Rotunda
Sponsored by Salon Schools Group




